Announcement of the Defence Force Service Medal 
 

Reference A:     http://medals.nzdf.mil.nz/news/index.html#nzdsm
 

The NZ Government has announced, pending the Queens approval, the creation of the NZ Defence Force Service medal for non operational service. 
The medal is for those who served in the military for more than three years since the end of the Second World war, including those who did Compulsory Military Training (CMT) or National Service.
 

The medal recognises the unique requirements of military service. These requirements include: - commitment to the service of the Crown (represented by an oath/affirmation of allegiance),- liability for operational service subject to military discipline and lifestyle,- and imposed constraints on employment conditions and personal freedoms.
 

In broad terms the basic eligibility requirements by type of service for the award of the NZ Defence Service medal are:
 

a.     Regular Force - 3 years accumulated service or completion of initial engagement after 3 September 1945
 

b.    Territorial Force - 3 years accumulated "efficient service" in the NZ military, or completion of initial engagement, after 3 September 1945 

 

c.    CMT - completion of their obligations under the Military Service Act 1949 and Amendments
 

d.    National Service - completion of obligations under the National military Service Act 1961 and Amendments
 

e.    Members of the British Commonwealth Occupation Force who completed 12 months service or their obligations for service in Japan would also qualify. Similarly the 12 months or more of military service in NZ or overseas by 2nd World War personnel still serving on or after 3 September 1946 would qualify these personnel for the award of the NZ Defence Service medal.
 

f.    It could also be a combination of service i.e. 2 yrs RF service and 1 yrs "efficient" TF service.
 

g.   Shorter periods of service will be considered in special cases when there are deserving circumstances. See FAQ's in Reference A. 
 

The NZ Defence Force is NOT currently accepting applications for the NZ Defence Service medal. It is anticipated that a call for applications will happen at the earliest in late February 2011. Applications will be processed by age, with the first group likely to be those aged 50 years and over. 
 

For further information about the medal visit the Medals section of the NZ Defence Force website listed at Reference A. Also take the opportunity to read the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ's) section. Hopefully this will help clear up the many questions you will undoubtedly have on this matter. The club has several hard copies of Reference A available at reception for you to read.
